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Why use Google Earth?  

Google Earth makes data presentation look amazing. Whether you are a professional or student using Google Earth to present data 

will not only make you look very clever, but will also be visually stunning. This document will give you a run through of the ótop barô 

and how to use the features available to you.   

 

There are a number of different features which Google earth offers all of which are useful in their own right.  

 Starting from the left and moving r ight, we have: 

Function  Logo  Uses  

Pins   Pins can be used to point out features or locations.  

Polygons   
Polygons can be used in conjunction with GE graph to make 3D graphs and 
Chloropleth maps.  

Paths   Paths can be used to show length and elevation.  

Overlays   
Overlays are a way of putting pictures into Google earth, and then overlapping 
them over an environment. They can also be used to overlay graphs etc.  

Record   
The record function allows you to record tours, journeys, and workings within 
Google earth.  

Timeline   

Go back in time with the Google earth timeline function. Historical satellite 
images have been overlaid on parts of the world to allow you to see what they 
looked like in the past.   

Day and Night   See when the sun rose and set.  

Mars, moon, and sky   
Google have also released satellite imagery of the moon, mars, and star 
systems. Definitely worth a looké! 

Ruler   
The ruler allows measurements to be taken in a straight line, unlike the ópathô 
function w hich allows deviation from a straight line.  

Email   Email pictures etc. from Google earth.  

Print   Print Google earth imagery.  

Maps   Look at Google earth and Google maps simultaneously.  
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Pin s 

Pins are great for pointing out locations or features. They can also be used for óland-useô mapping as the icons can be changed to 

many different things. As you can see from the diagram below the features which have been ópinnedô are visible but not necessarily 

defined enough for us to tell what they are. By adding the pins it becomes possible to determine the land use of an area.  

 

To start using pinôs click on the  button, and something like the screen below will appear.   
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1) Label your pin  

 Google will automatically give your ópinô the name óuntitled place markô I would recommend renaming your pin as it 

will get lost in your sidebar otherwise.  

2)  Choose an icon  

 Clicking on the  looking button in the box which pops up will allow you to change y our pin to a variety of options. 

This are shown below: 

 

 

 

3)  Move your pin into place before 

clicking ok  

 

4)  Once it is in place click OK and 

the pin will stay put.  
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The picture below has been produced by changing pin iconôs to indicate land use within the town of Portishead.  
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Polygons  

Polygons can also be used to show land use, however they can also be used for a whole lot more. By combing the polygonôs you make 

with the programme GE Graph. It is possible to make your polygons 3D, and also to produce Chloro pleth Maps. It is definitely 

worth mentioning that although polygons are worth their weight in gold, organization is essential. Make sure you label your 

polygons.   

Start by clicking on the  button and the screen below will appear: 
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1) Name your po lygon  

2)  Change the opacity   

a. This is important as it allows you to see what you are drawing over. Without changing the opacity it makes it hard to 

draw polygons accurately. Do this by clicking on the óstyle and colourô tab.  
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3)  Start Clicking!  

 

 

 

4)  Click óOKô to save the polygon 
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Paths  

Paths are brilliant as they cannot only show a route taken, transect studied, or an area of land, but they can also show the elevation 

profile (gradient) of the land they pass over. They are very easy to use and look very impressive.  

1) Select the  button from the top row  

2)  Start clicking an d a line will appear. You can change the colour  and size of the line by using the óstyle, colourô 

tab. For example if you were following a river you may wish to make the line blue.   

3)  Once you have entered your pat h on Google Earth you can check the length of it by using the ómeasurement 

tabô. The unit of distance can also be changed.  
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4)  To view the elevation profile of the path find the path in the side bar under ómy placesô or ótemporary placesô 

and right click o n it, it makes things a lot easier if you name your path whilst you are making it so it becomes 

easier to find. The one below has been named óBristol transectô. 

 

5)  Once you click óshow elevation profileô something like the box of the right will appear. Showing the length, 

and gradient changes of the ópathô.  

 

 

 

 

 


